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Statement by Hong Kong Alliance for Advocacy Against Alcohol
in response to 2024 Policy Address announcement to reduce
alcohol tax
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The Hong Kong Alliance for Advocacy Against Alcohol (the
Alliance) is extremely disappointed at the announcement made in the
Policy Address. The Alliance is very concerned about the negative
impact on drinkers’ health and their family, society, work productivity
and long-term economic development brought about by any form of
tax reduction that will encourage more people to drink alcohol and be
exposed to its harm.
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The Alliances considers that the Policy Address has not carried
out a comprehensive and detailed assessment of the far-reaching
implications of alcohol tax reduction on public health, including its
burden on healthcare system, family, society, work productivity and
long term economic development in an open and fair manner, or
communicated with the public through open discussion and
explanation. We regret that the decision was not the outcome of a due
process.
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We consider the Government clearly has a role to implement the
three most cost-effective measures recommended by the World
Health Organization (WHO) to reduce alcohol harm, which include
raising alcohol tax and prices, regulating supply of alcohol, and
restricting alcohol marketing and promotion. Taken together, these
measures contribute to effective reduction in alcohol use and
exposure to all forms of alcohol harm.
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